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This Faculty Corner event will shed light on how faculty searches are conducted from deciding on which area 
to hire in, how the search committee is formed, and how candidates are shortlisted.  Information will also be 
shared on what departmental faculty and department chairs look for in a new colleague during the interview 
process and beyond. 

Dr. Lori Isom, Chair of the Department of Pharmacology, has graciously 
volunteered to share her insights on the above topics. Dr. Isom has hired 
several new faculty members since becoming chair of Pharmacology and 
has also previously served on many faculty search committees. 
 
Dr. Isom has served the university, Michigan Medicine, and her 
department by holding numerous leadership positions and serving on 
many different committees. Previously, she has served as both Associate 
Director and Director of the Program in Biomedical Sciences and also as 
Assistant Dean for Recruitment and Pre-Candidate Graduate Education. 
  
Dr. Isom earned her Bachelor's degree from Washington University in St. 
Louis in Chemistry and Biology. She developed her love of pharmacology 
during her graduate training at Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 

and postdoctoral training at the University of Washington School of Medicine. She joined the faculty at the 
University of Michigan Medical School and runs a research program studying specific mutations in voltage-
gated sodium channel subunits that lead to Dravet syndrome, a pediatric epileptic encephalopathy, with the 
goal of identifying biomarkers and new therapeutic targets. 
 
Dr. Kaylee Steen, a postdoctoral fellow in the Coulombe Lab, Department of Cell and Developmental 
Biology will serve as the trainee moderator. Dr. Steen has a passion for teaching research in the classroom. 
During her graduate training at the University of Minnesota, in addition to several fellowships, Dr. Steen is 
recipient of a teaching award as well as a leadership award. 
 

Coffee and bagels provided. 


